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	Region 35 (Oregon) 700 MHz Regional Planning Committee Minutes

March 19, 2009

10:00 AM to 11:30 AM

WCCCA

Lower Training Room

17911 NW Evergreen Parkway

Beaverton, Oregon 97006



	


The meeting was called to order at 10:21 am.  A quorum was present. 

Chair Joe Kuran stated that the Committee will review the first seven sections of the Region 35 700 MHz draft plan, and then if time allows, the Committee will review section eight. All present stated they are using the Region 35 web site (www.region-35.org) and receiving emails from the listserv.
Chair Kuran announced that there will be a call next week with OWIN (Don Pfohl) and Federal Engineering/Syracuse Research Corporation (SRC under sub-contract to Federal Engineering) regarding the Committee’s request to repack the Oregon 700 MHz frequency allocations for Region 35 from 12.5KHz channels to 25KHz channels by county.  This may include some custom packing in the metro-Portland area to handle special simulcast use.  The State of Oregon OWIN will pay for the pack.  

John Hartsock asked whether are there any drawbacks to repacking.  Chair Kuran explained that Idaho, WA, Nevada and Northern CA are all at 25 KHz, so the repack would actually coordinate Oregon better with neighbouring RPC plans.  However, equipment available today only uses 12.5 KHz channels, meaning that half of the channel would be unused until next-generation equipment is in use. Next generation systems will be 4:1 TDMA (allowing four talk paths in a single 25 KHz channel), and you will already have the wide channel allocated. Another benefit of 25 KHz channels is that wideband data channels would be available (25 KHz data). It may be a little less efficient in the short term (due to equipment inefficiencies today), but  it is believed to be a better planning approach for the long term. 

The committee reviewed and revised the 700 MHz plan (version 6) through Section 7.  Modifications and corrections included: 

· Numbering issues in Part 3—fixed.

· Minor fixes in Section 5, re: frequency coordination.

· Adjusted titles in sections 3 and 3.1 to avoid conflicts with Section 6.

· Removed references to “Oregon State” and changed to “State of Oregon.”

· Lots of discussion over 6.2 Calling Channels.  The questions seem to come down to, who should monitor the calling channels, if anyone, and where did this requirement come from, aside from other regional plans?  Joe Kuran is to check on whether this is an FCC requirement.  This section was tabled.

· Section 6.3—More on calling channels.  Added language to establish a threshold and comply with State Communication Interoperability Plan (SCIP).  The RPC needs to look at the State plan when granting system licenses.  If an area already has the calling channels, there is no need to add more new equipment.  Again, we still don’t know the regulatory requirements. Joe Kuran to check on any requirements for monitoring and adding calling channels

· Section 6.8—deleted—not applicable.

· Section 7 reviewed and complete.

Section 8 was tabled pending the repack.

The Committee turned to Section 9.3.  Joe Kuran suggested that the plan should include a requirement that initial channels licensed should be loaded to a certain threshold before additional channels can be licensed.  He suggested adding an appendix that will provide thresholds for required or preferred channel loading which the committee will use to evaluate license applications.  The Technical Committee will develop this appendix.

The next meeting was scheduled for April 30 at WCCCA from 10-12am.  At that time, the Committee will be reviewing sections 6, 8 and 9 revisions, and possibly a completed draft version for approval.  The Technical Committee will likely meet in the interim.

The Meeting was adjourned at 11:45am.

